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a lot of papers In his hands, asking him to glance over
them, and to see whether there was any truth in the state-
ment that they were heirs to an immense fortune in Amer-
ica. The old count, in his capacity of burgomaster, de-
clared that the affair looked to him very questionable,
that he believed it was a mere swindle, and that there
was surely nothing in it for them. Whether he returned
to them the papers or not, is unknown, but he declared to
the day of his death that he had restored them, whereas
the Brandts of Aschersleben swear that he did not.
Eventually, they brought suit against his son, not merely
for the recovery of the documents, but likewise for the
fortune, actually alleging that the latter had been appro-
priated by old Count Douglas, with the connivance of the
late Prince Bismarck, who had received a large share of
the plunder. It is scarcely necessary to state that they
were nonsuited.
Emperor William's intimacy with Count and Countess
Goertz may be said to be a sort of inherited friendship,
the count's father, president of the Hessian House of
Lords, and his consort, a princess of Sayn-Wittgenstein,
having been the most intimate friends of Emperor and
Empress Frederick, whose acquaintance they made through
the late Grand Duke and Grand Duchess of Hesse. In
order to show the affectionate relations existing between
the parents of the kaiser and those of the present head of
the ancient and illustrious house of Goertz, it is merely
necessary to state that Professor Hintzpeter, who for a
number of years directed the education of Emperor William
and his brother Henry, and who, as their old tutor, re-
tains much influence over both the imperial brothers, was
selected by Emperor and Empress Frederick for the pur-
pose, on the personal recommendation of the late Count

